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THE OPENING STATEMENT
of those who are supposed to remain silent

WINTER 2019 NEWSLETTER

A CONVERSATION WITH REHABILITATION  James Washington

On February 7, 2000, I was sen-
tenced to Life without Parole 
for a homicide I committed as 
a minor. That ignorant decision 
I made cost Joseph Kinville his 
life. I can only imagine the pain I 
caused his family. They can only 
imagine I’m still the same juve-
nile who sat in the courtroom 
deserving of a sentence to die in 
prison, without any “Restorative 
Justice” opportunities available 
to either of us, his family and I 
have not has the chance to dia-
log in person, if they would even 
be willing.

I am ashamed, embarrassed, 
and very remorseful for my ac-
tions. Today, as a young man, I 
apologize again to his family and 
mine. The way I used to think 
had me blind to the full effects 
of my behavior. My perception 
of responsibility did not exist. 
My thinking made me believe I 
was right. Not that I actually was 
right, but it was the sum total of 
what I was taught by my family 
and the streets since I was nine 
years old. Likewise, my abuse of 
alcohol, tobacco, non-medical 
marijuana, and cocaine.

I know the natural inclination 
exists for society to expect the 
worst of Juvenile Lifers, rightly 
so, since a homicide was com-
mitted. As a consequence, this 
juvenile was not sentenced to 

a life of proper human develop-
ment, but life in prison without 
parole. 

I am writing these words to 
speak for me and those of us 
who were adolescents whose 
actions today prove the opposite 
of our worst yesterday. This does 
not make us blameless, but it 
shows that the potential for us to 
be productive members of soci-
ety and deserving of a second 
chance has not faded nor disap-
peared.

My name is James Washington 
III. I am 34 years old, an involved 
father of two wonderful teenage 
daughters. I am also one of the 
many Juvenile lifers incarcer-
ated in Michigan. Today is my 
six-thousandth, two hundredth, 
and sixty-sixth day behind bars.

When I entered prison I was a 
kid. There were no protective 
measures, extra concern for my 
well being, or separation from 
violent sexual predators. From 
day one, as a juvenile with a life 
sentence in Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections (MDOC), no 
rehabilitative programs would 
be offered to me. Programs were 
only considered for, and given 
to, persons with the earliest re-
lease dates. I have none.

Trying to understand  this was 
confusing on a few levels. Now 

sober, I had to come to terms 
with taking a man’s life, my life 
sentence, and learn to accept 
that there would be no opportu-
nities offered to me for help. To 
survive, my only option was to 
imitate what other prisoners did 
on the yard.

The General Population Yard: 
the yard of loud talking, gang 
violence, fights, stabbings, ex-
ercising, the over medicated, 
the under-medicated, gambling, 
sexual predators, narcotic use 
and abuse, bullying, tattooing, 
crying, bleeding, laughing, ma-
nipulation, razor slashing, alco-
holism, respectful/disrespect-
ful officers, prejudiced/biased 
officers who CARED some-
times. 

The distress lead me to a con-
versation with rehabilitation. The 
funny thing is, Webster’s only 
advice was the definition of the 
word. It wasn’t much. Nor was 
I mature enough to see is as a 
starting point that could grow 
into an advantage.

Later I was introduced to a man 
named Lil’ Joe. He was fifty-two 
years old and had been locked 
up over twenty-four years. From 
there we built a friendship that 
would ultimately grow into a 
father-and-son relationship, 
something I never had before. 
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He taught be everything I need-
ed to know about a prisoner be-
ing a man. What I loved about 
him the most was he still val-
ued the morals and principles 
his mother and father raised him 
with, and he never compromised 
since coming to prison. 

A year later, I earned my first 
certificate of completion for 
“Custodial Maintenance Tech-
nology”. I was nineteen. It was 
exciting earning something pos-
itive despite the obstacles of my 
sentence. 

Later, Joe underwent heart sur-
gery and returned to the prison 
rather fragile. It was hard for me 
to see him in that condition; Even  
harder for me to stand and watch 
him fight on the yard. Without a 
second thought, I jumped in. The 
fight was over, I was cuffed and 
placed in the hole. It was my first 
misconduct ticket. I was found 
guilty of the assault and after 
forty days in segregation I was 
transferred to a differed prison. 
From December 2001 through 
July 2007, I received nine more 
tickets. Five of them landed me 
in “seg”. I was transferred be-
tween five other prisons. Howev-
er, I managed to participate in a 
three-month class and received 
a certificate of completion for  
“Phase II Substance Abuse”

On July 2, 2007 I was found guilty 
and place in seg for my tenth 
ticket for assaulting a prisoner. I 
have to admit, all of the times I 
had been sent to the hole, this 
time was different. 

Three months prior, I spoke with 
my mother on the phone and 
was anticipating a visit from 
her for my twenty-fifth birthday 
on April tenth. A week passed 
but no visit. I was called to the 
prison’s  administration build-

ing. Through the service window 
with bars and a metal vent to 
speak through, an officer pushed 
a piece of paper to the ledge. All 
I could see was a blank piece 
of paper.. He pressed it forward 
and pointed to a tiny sentence 
written at the bottom of the pa-
per that read, “YOUR MOTHER IS 
DEAD” . Under my breath, I re-
member whispering to myself in 
shock, “What?”. In that moment, 
a part of me died, too.

“YOU CAN’T KEEP THE PAPER!” 
he screamed at me from behind 
the window. But, in my mind I 
wanted to fight for the paper! 
The with the same attitude he 
asked me, “Is you alright?!” 

What choice did I have? I learned 
how to deal with tragedies and 
grief by holding it in. The same 
way I saw my mother deal with 
it. Hours later, I was living in the 
prison as if I’d never read that 
sentence. However, I had read 
that sentence. Little did I know, 
it would demand my attention 
more than my strength, to sup-
press it.

There I was, sitting in the hole 
for my tenth misconduct ticket. 
Without warning, all my emo-
tions came pouring out. Tears 
cascaded down my face like a 
spring waterfall. I cried for a lot 
of reasons. One, my mother was 
dead, two, I wasn’t able to help 
her at the end because I was 
locked up for life, and three, I 
wasn’t able to hold her hand 
when she breathed her last. The 
sense of loneliness I felt to the 
core of my being scared me.

That night I was forced to deal 
with my feelings, which was for-
eign to me, yet, the more I cried, 
the more I found the strength 
to explore every emotion I had 
learned to suppress. Inside my 

pain, I could not help but think 
about all the pain I had caused 
others. And to think, If I felt this 
way about my mother, I felt the 
pain I caused Mt. Kinville’s fam-
ily. He was someone’s broth-
er, father, uncle, and, like me, 
someone’s son.

That night, I made a promise 
to myself and God: I would not 
harm another person or do any-
thing illegal ever again. And as 
my atonement to God for taking 
the life of another man, I would 
do my best to do enough good 
for two people. I did not know 
how this would look, feel, taste, 
or what it would sound like. I just 
know deep down inside it was 
my only option.

I stepped out with faith in God, 
which led me to a study course 
entitled “Self Improvement: 
The Basis For Community De-
velopment,” a twenty-one unit 
study guide designed to cause 
self-examination, self-analysis, 
and self-correction. Equipped 
with this knowledge, I was well 
on my way to a new life even 
though I was well aware I still 
lived behind metal bars and ra-
zor wire fences. Nevertheless, 
when i was released from segre-
gation, I grabbed my duffel bag 
and headed to my next cell, car-
rying my promise in my heart.

The last sentence I just wrote 
took place in my life  NINE YEARS 
AGO. That was the last time a 
misconduct ticket was written 
on me. Today is August 28, 2016, 
I am a mentor in two programs. 
The first is “Youth Deterrent.” 
Once a month, at risk teens are 
brought into the prison from 
Saginaw, surrounding counties, 
and as far away as Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. They arrive from Sagi-
naw High School, Saginaw Juve-
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nile Probation, Interlink Church-
es, Operation Reach, DHS, and 
community organizations.

Contrary to “Scared Straight,” 
we deter teens from engaging 
in criminal activity by showing 
them their true value. As a men-
tor, I tell my story candidly and 
without mincing words, which 
they easily relate to. By the time 
we divide into small groups, they 
are willing to have and open and 
honest dialog about their specif-
ic issues and more. From there, 
we empower them with the 
tools necessary to take steps 
to change their lives. We end 
with a goal-setting action plan 
that shows how to practically 
achieve the goals they set for 
themselves. The program is so 
effective it has unified the most 
unlikely combination of people: 
prisoners working with Saginaw 
County’s Juvenile probation offi-
cers, police, prosecutors, judges, 
interns, and community leaders 
together saving children’s lives.

The second program I mentor in 
is “Common Ground”, a 14-week 
workshop within the prison of-
fered to those deemed trou-
blemakers or “the worst of the 
worst”. We cover a wide range of 
common life skills (communica-

tion, character, values, conflict 
resolution, and parenting), but 
with the mentees. As a mentor, I 
use my life’s transition to show it 
is realistic and practical. Through 
these mentor programs, since 
2012, I and others have worked 
together and changed the lives 
of hundreds of teens who were 
on the verge of throwing their 
lives away. Participating in these 
programs has been one of the 
more redeeming things I have 
ever done. I’m able to be for 
these at-risk teenagers what I 
wish someone has been for me. 

Besides these mentor programs, 
I was blessed through a partner-
ship with Central Michigan Uni-
versity, Mr. and Mrs. Dr. Hinck, 
and seventeen honors students, 
who were brought inside the 
prison over the course of three 
months where we collectively 
engaged in a course study titled, 
“Communication and Social Jus-
tice.” The professors designed 
the course to help mentors in 
our quest to better serve young 
people.

In 2011, before the CMU class 
and the two mentor programs, I 
was introduced to Dr. Hastings, 
a Saginaw Valley State Universi-
ty professor. Under her tutelage 

for three years, I learned college 
level literature. At the end of 
each semester she would invit-
ed her current class of SVSU stu-
dents to come inside the prison 
to experience a combined class. 
All students always left with the 
excitement of having experi-
enced one of the most engaging 
classes of the semester. 

From these college classes, I 
earned certificates of comple-
tion. I’ve also earned certificates 
from classes such as Commu-
nication, Anger Management, 
Cage your Rage, Group Coun-
seling, Music Appreciation, In-
troduction to Playing the Guitar, 
Substance Abuse, Inside Out 
Dad, Biohazard Clean Up, and 
Basic Conversational Spanish. 

Before any of these productive 
experiences entered my life. I 
remember having a conversa-
tion with rehabilitation, but Web-
ster only provided the  definition 
of the word. Today, not only am 
I mature enough to see it as a 
starting point that grew into a 
promise, I see very clearly my 
life as an example of the word.

-Juvenile Lifer
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BOOK DISCUSSION: DAWN Octavia Butler

It’s not too late to sign up! In our 
autumn issue, we introduced a 
book club and written discus-
sion opportunity. The book we 
are reading is Dawn by Octavia 
Butler. The autumn issue also 
presented a set of study and dis-
cussion questions for readers. 
Our hope is that the book can 
become a foundation for dis-
cussion to take place in future 

issues of The Opening Statement. 

If you want a free copy of this 
short novel, write to us and let 
us know.

We still have the means of or-
dering another 20 copies. Please 
see the last issue for a full de-
scription of the book and writing 
prompts. If you did not receive 
the autumn issue and are inter-

ested, just let us know and we’ll 
send that to you as well.

Please note that we heard sev-
eral accounts of copies of Dawn 
being rejected by mailrooms 
due to Amazon (an approved 
vendor) failing to include proper 
invoices. If this has happened to 
you, please let us know and we 
will rectify it as best as we can.
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TAX-FUNDED BULLYING?  Shannon Shivhan

A short time ago there was a 
story about a nine-year-old boy 
who committed suicide. Why? 
Bullying!  Because of bullying, 
this child took his own life. What 
would be your reaction if you 
found your tax dollars paid these 
bullies to torment this child? 
Would you even want your taxes 
to be used for any kind of bully-
ing?

I believe it is a safe assumption 
that most of have experienced 
the abuse of a bully at one time 
or another. I certainly have, and I 
assure you, it was not fun. In fact, 
it left me afraid and angry. Afraid 
of the bully and angry at others 
for allowing this to happen. An-
gry that noone took notice or ac-
tion.

What exactly does one do about 
a bully? As a child, I was told to be 
brave and stand up to them.  But 
not everyone has the courage. I 
wish I could say I was that brave 
child. I stood up a few times, but 
only because my brothers prom-
ised worse if I didn’t. And it was 
only against one or two bullies.

Take that child I mentioned ear-
lier. His bullies were many. How 
do you stand up to six, ten, or 
more at one time? What can 
you do when these bullies have 
weapons with their numbers? 
And how much worse when 
those bullies are supposed to 
keep order and keep you safe?

For those of you who cringe at 
the thought of your tax dollar 
paying people to bully others, 
please know that this is the truth, 
your taxes are paying bullies. 
And if you experienced things 
as I have, you would find it to be 
upsetting and frightening.

These bullies I speak of are cor-
rectional officers. I’m not saying 

all C.O.’s are bullies, I’m not say-
ing most, but there are many. 
But the ones who are not would 
never go against their co-work-
ers. To do so would put them in 
harm’s way.

I do not write this to point out 
personal grievances. My intent is 
simply to point out some hidden 
truths. Hopefully truths that will 
upset and infuriate you to speak 
out against such treatment. We 
need you. Our grievance system 
is a sham. We file a grievance 
and submit it to an employee of 
the prison. This person shows 
whoever we grieve and informs 
them. Then the bully tactics in-
tensify.

Often times, we, the prisoners, 
are viewed as nothing more than 
a number or a crime, but we are 
still people. People who made 
a bad choice, a mistake. In my 
opinion, prisoners, myself in-
cluded, have distorted views on 
life . We need guidance to help 
fix that view so that when we are 
released we are able to function 
in society. To stop the revolving 
door. Groups, classes, activities, 
that force individuals to inter-
act positively with each other. 
Especially those who normally 
wouldn’t have any interaction. 
Rehabilitation!

Instead, you have certain officers 
who take the pleasure in calling 
you obscene names, threaten to 
reveal private information that 
could get someone hurt, or even 
threaten to lie saying you told 
on someone if you don’t com-
ply with their wishes or com-
plain about them. Or encourage 
stronger inmates to prey upon 
and attack weaker inmates. The 
list goes on and on. And sadly, 
it seems to be worse at places 
used to house the mentally ill. 

People who might not be able to 
understand why they are being 
targets of these officers.

When you push a person too 
hard, locked up or free, even-
tually they snap. The shoot up 
schools and malls. They may kill 
themselves. In here, they may at-
tack the person next to them, or 
an officer. If it’s the officer taunt-
ing them, he/she can get up to 
six months paid leave, while the 
person they pushed to the edge 
gets more time, sent to solitary 
confinement, and often beaten. 
And guess what? Now you have 
to pay even more tax money for 
the prisoner’s extended stay in 
prison.

If nothing I’ve said so far con-
cerns you, this should: These 
embittered, beat down, angry 
individuals will likely one day be 
returned to society. And they will 
very likely carry a vile animosi-
ty towards society. All this an-
ger  bottled up, sometimes for 
many years, eventually finds its 
way out. Oftentimes resulting 
in some form of violence, cy-
cling them back into the prison, 
where they become more em-
bittered until their next release. 
All this sponsored by your tax 
dollars.  

There needs to be a demand for 
reform. Rewards for officers who 
effect positive change in pris-
oners. A system where prison-
ers grievances mean something 
and officers can report without 
fear of retaliation. Change the 
“C” in MDOC from “corruptions” 
to “corrections”. A system that 
sends home reformed citizens 
who can make it in society.
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UNTIL WE WIN: BLACK LABOR AND LIIBERATION IN 
THE DISPOSABLE ERA  Kali Akuno

Since the unrest in Ferguson, 
Missouri in August 2014, Black 
people throughout the United 
States have been grappling with 
a number of critical questions 
such as why are Black people 
being hunted and killed every 
28 hours or more by various op-
eratives of the law? Why don’t 
Black people seem to matter 
to this society? And what can 
and must we do to end these 
attacks and liberate ourselves? 
There are concrete answers to 
these questions. Answers that 
are firmly grounded in the cap-
italist dynamics that structure 
the brutal European settler-co-
lonial project we live in and how 
Afrikan people have historically 
been positioned within it.

THE VALUE OF BLACK LIFE

There was a time in the Unit-
ed States Empire, when Afrikan 
people, aka, Black people, were 
deemed to be extremely valu-
able to the “American project”, 
when our lives as it is said, “mat-
tered”. This “time” was the era of 
chattel slavery, when the labor 
provided by Afrikan people was 
indispensable to the settler-co-
lonial enterprise, accounting for 
nearly half of the commodified 
value produced within its hold-
ings and exchanged in “domes-
tic” and international markets. 
Our ancestors were held and re-
garded as prize horses or bulls, 
something to be treated with a 
degree of “care” (i.e. enough to 
ensure that they were able to 
work and reproduce their labor, 
and produce value for their en-
slavers) because of their cen-
trality to the processes of mate-
rial production.

What mattered was Black labor 

power and how it could be har-
nessed and controlled, not Afri-
kan humanity. Afrikan humanity 
did not matter – it had to be de-
nied in order create and sustain 
the social rationale and system-
ic dynamics that allowed for the 
commodification of human be-
ings. These “dynamics” included 
armed militias and slave patrols, 
iron-clad non-exception social 
clauses like the “one-drop” rule, 
the slave codes, vagrancy laws, 
and a complex mix of laws and 
social customs all aimed at op-
pressing, controlling and scien-
tifically exploiting Black life and 
labor to the maximum degree. 
This systemic need served the 
variants of white supremacy, co-
lonial subjugation, and imperial-
ism that capitalism built to gov-
ern social relations in the United 
States. All of the fundamental 
systems created to control Afri-
kan life and labor between the 
17th and 19th centuries are still 
in operation today, despite a few 
surface moderations, and serve 
the same basic functions.

The correlation between capital 
accumulation (earning a prof-
it) and the value of Black life to 
the overall system has remained 
consistent throughout the histo-
ry of the US settler-colonial proj-
ect, despite shifts in production 
regimes (from agricultural, to 
industrial, to service and finance 
oriented) and how Black labor 
was deployed. The more value 
(profits) Black labor produces, 
the more Black lives are valued. 
The less value (profits) Black 
people produce, the less Black 
lives are valued. When Black 
lives are valued they are se-
cured enough to allow for their 
reproduction (at the very least), 

when they are not they can be 
and have been readily discarded 
and disposed of. This is the ba-
sic equation and the basic social 
dynamic regarding the value of 
Black life to US society.

THE AGE OF DISPOSABILITY

We are living and struggling 
through a transformative era of 
the global capitalist system. Over 
the past 40 years, the expansion-
ary dynamics of the system have 
produced a truly coordinated 
system of resource acquisition 
and controls, easily exploitable 
and cheap labor, production, 
marketing and consumption on 
a global scale. The increasingly 
automated and computerized 
dynamics of this expansion has 
resulted in millions, if not bil-
lions, of people being displaced 
through two broad processes: 
one, from “traditional” methods 
of life sustaining production 
(mainly farming), and the other 
from their “traditional” or ances-
tral homelands and regions (with 
people being forced to move to 
large cities and “foreign” territo-
ries in order to survive). As the 
International Labor Organiza-
tion (ILO) recently reported in its 
World Employment and Social 
Outlook 2015 paper, this dis-
placement renders millions to 
structurally regulated surplus or 
expendable statuses.

Capitalist logic does not allow 
for surplus populations to be 
sustained for long. They either 
have to be reabsorbed into the 
value-producing mechanisms 
of the system, or disposed of. 
Events over the past 20 (or more) 
years, such as the forced sepa-
ration of Yugoslavia, the geno-
cide in Burundi and Rwanda, the 
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never ending civil and interna-
tional wars in Zaire/Congo and 
central Afrikan region, the mass 
displacement of farmers in Mex-
ico clearly indicate that the sys-
tem does not posses the current 
capacity to absorb the surplus 
populations and maintain its 
equilibrium.

The dominant actors in the 
global economy – multinational 
corporations, the trans-nation-
alist capitalist class, and state 
managers – are in crisis mode 
trying to figure out how to best 
manage this massive surplus in 
a politically justifiable (but expe-
dient) manner.

This incapacity to manage cri-
sis caused by capitalism itself is 
witnessed by numerous exam-
ples of haphazard intervention 
at managing the rapidly expand-
ing number of displaced peo-
ples such as:

* The ongoing global food 
crisis (which started in the 
mid-2000’s) where millions 
are unable to afford basic 
food stuffs because of rising 
prices and climate induced 
production shortages;

* The corporate driven 
displacement of hundreds 
of millions of farmers and 
workers in the global south 
(particularly in Africa and 
parts of Southeast Asia);

* Military responses (including 
the building of fortified walls 
and blockades) to the massive 
migrant crisis confronting the 
governments of the United 
States, Western Europe, 
Australia, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Singapore, etc.;

*The corporate driven attempt 
to confront climate change 
almost exclusively by market 

(commodity) mechanisms;

*The scramble for domination 
of resources and labor, and 
the escalating number of 
imperialist facilitated armed 
conflicts and attempts at 
regime change in Africa, Asia 
(including Central Asia) and 
Eastern Europe.

More starkly, direct disposal ex-
periments are also deepening 
and expanding:

* Against Afrikans in Colombia,

* Haitians in the Dominican 
Republic,

* Sub-Saharan Afrikans in 
Libya,

* Indigenous peoples in the 
Andean region,

* The Palestinians in Gaza, 
Adivasis in India,

* The Rohingya’s in Myanmar 
and Bangladesh,

* And the list goes on.

Accompanying all of this is the 
ever expanding level of xeno-
phobia and violence targeted at 
migrants on a world scale, pit-
ting the unevenly pacified and 
rewarded victims of imperial-
ism against one another as has 
been witnessed in places like 
South Africa over the last de-
cade, where attacks on migrant 
workers and communities has 
become a mainstay of political 
activity.

The capitalist system is demon-
strating, day by day, that it no 
longer possesses the manage-
rial capacity to absorb newly 
dislocated and displaced pop-
ulations into the international 
working class (proletariat), and 
it is becoming harder and harder 
for the international ruling class 

to sustain the provision of mate-
rial benefits that have tradition-
ally been awarded to the most 
loyal subjects of capitalisms 
global empire, namely the “na-
tive” working classes in Western 
Europe and settlers in projects 
like the United States, Canada, 
and Australia.

When the capitalist system can’t 
expand and absorb it must pre-
serve itself by shifting towards 
“correction and contraction” – 
excluding and if necessary dis-
posing of all the surpluses that 
cannot be absorbed or con-
sumed at a profit). We are now 
clearly in an era of correction 
and contraction that will have 
genocidal consequences for the 
surplus populations of the world 
if left unaddressed.

This dynamic brings us back to 
the US and the crisis of jobs, 
mass incarceration and the es-
calating number of extrajudicial 
police killings confronting Black 
people.

THE BLACK SURPLUS 
 CHALLENGE/PROBLEM

Afrikan, or Black, people in the 
United States are one of these 
surplus populations. Black peo-
ple are no longer a central force 
in the productive process of the 
United States, in large part be-
cause those manufacturing in-
dustries that have not complete-
ly offshored their production no 
longer need large quantities of 
relatively cheap labor due to au-
tomation advances. At the same 
time agricultural industries have 
been largely mechanized or re-
quire even cheaper sources of 
super-exploited labor from mi-
grant workers in order to ensure 
profits.

Various campaigns to reduce 

UNTIL WE WIN Continued from Page 5
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the cost of Black labor in the 
US have fundamentally failed, 
due to the militant resistance 
of Black labor and the ability of 
Black working class communi-
ties to “make ends meet” by en-
gaging in and receiving survival 
level resources from the under-
ground economy, which has 
grown exponentially in the Black 
community since the 1970’s. 
(The underground economy has 
exploded worldwide since the 
1970’s due to the growth of un-
regulated “grey market” service 
economies and the explosion of 
the illicit drug trade. Its expan-
sion has created considerable 
“market distortions” throughout 
the world, as it has created new 
value chains, circuits of accu-
mulation, and financing streams 
that helped “cook the books” of 
banking institutions worldwide 
and helped finance capital be-
come the dominant faction of 
capital in the 1980’s and 90’s).

The social dimensions of white 
supremacy regarding consumer 
“comfort”, “trust” and “security” 
seriously constrain the opportu-
nities of Black workers in service 
industries and retail work, as sig-
nificant numbers of non-Black 
consumers are uncomfortable 
receiving direct services from 
Black people (save for things 
like custodial and security ser-
vices). These are the root caus-
es of what many are calling the 
“Black jobs crisis”. The lack of 
jobs for Black people translates 
into a lack of need for Black 
people, which equates into the 
wholesale devaluation of Black 
life. And anything without value 
in the capitalist system is dis-
posable.

The declining “value” of Black 
life is not a new problem – Black 
people have constituted an es-

calating problem in search of a 
solution for the US ruling class 
since the 1960’s. Although the 
US labor market started to 
have trouble absorbing Afrikan 
workers in the 1950’s, the sur-
plus problem didn’t reach cri-
sis proportions until the late 
1960’s, when the Black Libera-
tion Movement started to criti-
cally impact industrial produc-
tion with demands for more 
jobs, training and open access 
to skilled and supervisory work 
(which were “occupied” by white 
seniority-protected workers), 
higher wages, direct represen-
tation (through instruments like 
the League of Revolutionary 
Black Workers), work stoppages, 
other forms of industrial action, 
stalwart resistance to state and 
non-state forces of repression, 
and urban unrest/power strug-
gle.

This resistance occurred at the 
same time that the international 
regime of integrated production, 
trade management, and finan-
cial integration, and currency 
convergence instituted by the 
United States after WWII, com-
monly called the Bretton Woods 

regime, fully maturated and 
ushered in the present phase of 
globalization. This regime oblit-
erated most exclusivist (or pro-
tectionist) production regimes 
and allowed international capital 
to scour the world for cheaper 
sources of labor and raw mate-
rials without fear of inter-impe-
rialist rivalry and interference (as 
predominated during earlier pe-
riods). Thus, Black labor was hit-
ting its stride just as capital was 
finding secure ways to eliminate 
its dependence upon it (and 
Western unionized labor more 
generally) by starting to reap the 
rewards of its post-WWII me-
ga-global investments (large-
ly centered in Western Europe, 
Australia, Japan, South Korea, 
and Taiwan).

One reward of these mega-glob-
al investments for US capital 

was that it reduced the scale 
and need for domestic industri-
al production, which limited the 
ability of Black labor to disrupt 
the system with work stoppag-
es, and other forms of industrial 
action. As US capital rapidly re-
duced the scale of its domes-

UNTIL WE WIN Continued from Page 6
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tic production in the 1970’s and 
80’s, it intentionally elevated 
competition between white 
workers and Afrikan and other 
non-settler sources of labor for 
the crumbs it was still doling out. 
The settler-world view, position, 
and systems of entitlement pos-
sessed by the vast majority of 
white workers compelled them 
to support the overall initiatives 
of capital and to block the infu-
sion of Afrikan, Xicano, Puerto 
Rican and other non-white labor 
when there were opportunities 
to do so during this period.

This development provided the 
social base for the “silent ma-
jority,” “law and order,” “tough 
on crime,” “war on drugs,” “war 
on gangs and thugs” campaigns 
that dominated the national po-
litical landscape from the late 
1960’s through the early 2000’s, 
that lead to mass incarceration, 
racist drug laws, and militarized 
policing that have terrorized Af-
rikan (and Indigenous, Xicano, 
Puerto Rican, etc.) communities 
since the 1970’s.

To deal with the crisis of Black la-
bor redundancy and mass resis-
tance the ruling class respond-
ed by creating a multipronged 
strategy of limited incorporation, 
counterinsurgency, and mass 
containment. The stratagem of 
limited incorporation sought to 
and has partially succeeded in 
dividing the Black community 
by class, as corporations and the 
state have been able to take in 
and utilize the skills of sectors of 
the Black petit bourgeoisie and 
working class for their own ben-
efit. The stratagem of counterin-
surgency crushed, divided and 
severely weakened Black orga-
nizations. And the stratagem of 
containment resulted in millions 
of Black people effectively being 

re-enslaved and warehoused in 
prisons throughout the US em-
pire.

This three-pronged strategy ex-
hausted itself by the mid-2000 
as core dynamics of it (particu-
larly the costs associated with 
mass incarceration and ware-
housing) became increasingly 
unprofitable and therefore un-
sustainable. Experiments with 
alternative forms of incarcer-
ation (like digitally monitored 
home detainment) and the spa-
tial isolation and externalization 
of the Afrikan surplus popula-
tion to the suburbs and exurbs 
currently abound, but no new 
comprehensive strategy has yet 
been devised by the ruling class 
to solve the problem of what to 
do and what politically can be 
done to address the Black sur-
plus population problem. All that 
is clear from events like the ca-
tastrophe following Hurricane 
Katrina and the hundreds of Af-
rikans being daily, monthly, and 
yearly extra-judicially killed by 
various law enforcement agen-
cies is that Black life is becom-
ing increasingly more dispos-
able. And it is becoming more 
disposable because in the con-
text of the American capitalist 
socio-economic system, Black 
life is a commodity rapidly de-
preciating in value, but still must 
be corralled and controlled.

A POTENTIAL PATH OF  
RESISTANCE

Although Afrikan people are es-
sentially “talking instruments” 
to the overlords of the capitalist 
system, Black people have al-
ways possessed our own agen-
cy. Since the dawn of the Afrikan 
slave trade and the develop-
ment of the mercantile planta-
tions and chattel slavery, Black 

people resisted their enslave-
ment and the systemic logic and 
dynamics of the capitalist sys-
tem itself.

The fundamental question con-
fronting Afrikan people since 
their enslavement and coloni-
zation in territories held by the 
US government is to what extent 
can Black people be the agents 
and instruments of their own lib-
eration and history? It is clear 
that merely being the object or 
appendage of someone else’s 
project and history only leads to 
a disposable future. Black peo-
ple have to forge their own fu-
ture and chart a clear self-deter-
mining course of action in order 
to be more than just a mere foot-
note in world history.

Self-determination and social 
liberation, how do we get there? 
How will we take care of our 
own material needs (food, water, 
shelter, clothing, health care, 
defense, jobs, etc.)? How will we 
address the social contradic-
tions that shape and define us, 
both internally and externally 
generated? How should we and 
will we express our political in-
dependence?

There are no easy or cookie cut-
ter answers. However, there are 
some general principles and 
dynamics that I believe are per-
fectly clear. Given how we have 
been structurally positioned as 
a disposable, surplus popula-
tion by the US empire we need 
to build a mass movement that 
focuses as much on organiz-
ing and building autonomous, 
self-organized and executed 
social projects as it focuses on 
campaigns and initiatives that 
apply transformative pressure 
on the government and the forc-
es of economic exploitation and 

UNTIL WE WIN  Continued from Page 7
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domination. This is imperative, 
especially when we clearly un-
derstand the imperatives of the 
system we are fighting against.

The capitalism system has al-
ways required certain levels 
of worker “reserves” (the army 
of the unemployed) in order to 
control labor costs and maintain 
social control. But, the system 
must now do two things simul-
taneously to maintain profits: 
drastically reduce the cost of all 
labor and ruthlessly discard mil-
lions of jobs and laborers. “You 
are on your own,” is the only so-
cial rationale the system has the 
capacity to process and its over-
lords insist that “there is no al-
ternative” to the program of pain 
that they have to implement and 
administer. To the system there-
fore, Black people can either 
accept their fate as a dispos-
able population, or go to hell. 
We have to therefore create our 
own options and do everything 
we can to eliminate the systemic 
threat that confronts us.

Autonomous projects are ini-
tiatives not supported or orga-
nized by the government (state) 
or some variant of monopoly 
capital (finance or corporate in-
dustrial or mercantile capital). 
These are initiatives that direct-
ly seek to create a democratic 
“economy of need” around or-
ganizing sustainable institutions 
that satisfy people’s basic needs 
around principles of social soli-
darity and participatory or direct 
democracy that intentionally put 
the needs of people before the 
needs of profit. These initiatives 
are built and sustained by peo-
ple organizing themselves and 
collectivizing their resources 
through dues paying member-
ship structures, income sharing, 
resource sharing, time banking, 

etc., to amass the initial resourc-
es needed to start and sustain 
our initiatives. These types of 
projects range from organizing 
community farms (focused on 
developing the capacity to feed 
thousands of people) to forming 
people’s self-defense networks 
to organizing non-market hous-
ing projects to building coopera-
tives to fulfill our material needs. 
To ensure that these are not 
mere Black capitalist enterpris-
es, these initiatives must be built 
democratically from the ground 
up and must be owned, operat-
ed, and controlled by their work-
ers and consumers. These are 
essentially “serve the people” 
or “survival programs” that help 
the people to sustain and attain 
a degree of autonomy and self-
rule. Our challenge is marshal-
ing enough resources and orga-
nizing these projects on a large 
enough scale to eventually meet 
the material needs of nearly 40 
million people. And overcoming 
the various pressures that will 
be brought to bear on these in-
stitutions by the forces of capital 
to either criminalize and crush 
them during their development 
(via restrictions on access to fi-
nance, market access, legal se-
curity, etc.) or co-opt them and 
reincorporate them fully into the 
capitalist market if they survive 
and thrive.

Our pressure exerting initia-
tives must be focused on cre-
ating enough democratic and 
social space for us to organize 
ourselves in a self-determined 
manner. We should be under 
no illusion that the system can 
be reformed, it cannot. Cap-
italism and its bourgeois na-
tional-states, the US govern-
ment being the most dominant 
amongst them, have demon-

strated a tremendous ability to 
adapt to and absorb disruptive 
social forces and their demands 
– when it has ample surpluses. 
The capitalist system has essen-
tially run out of surpluses, and 
therefore does not possess the 
flexibility that it once did.

Because real profits have de-
clined since the late 1960’s, cap-
italism has resorted to operating 
largely on a parasitic basis, com-
monly referred to as neo-liberal-
ism, which calls for the disman-
tling of the social welfare state, 
privatizing the social resources 
of the state, eliminating insti-
tutions of social solidarity (like 
trade unions), eliminating safety 
standards and protections, pro-
moting the monopoly of trade by 
corporations, and running finan-
cial markets like casinos.

Our objectives therefore, must 
be structural and necessitate 
nothing less than complete so-
cial transformation. To press for 
our goals we must seek to ex-
ert maximum pressure by orga-
nizing mass campaigns that are 
strategic and tactically flexible, 
including mass action (protest) 
methods, direct action meth-
ods, boycotts, non-compliance 
methods, occupations, and vari-
ous types of people’s or popular 
assemblies. The challenges here 
are not becoming sidelined and 
subordinated to someone else’s 
agenda – in particular that of 
the Democratic party (which as 
been the grave of social move-
ments for generations) – and not 
getting distracted by symbol-
ic reforms or losing sight of the 
strategic in the pursuit of the ex-
pedient.

What the combination of the-
ses efforts will amount to is the 
creation of Black Autonomous 
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Zones. These Autonomous 
Zones must serve as centers 
for collective survival, collec-
tive defense, collective self-suf-
ficiency and social solidarity. 
However, we have to be clear 
that while building Black Au-
tonomous Zones is necessary, 
they are not sufficient in and of 
themselves. In addition to ad-
vancing our own autonomous 
development and political inde-
pendence, we have to build an 
international movement. We are 
not going to transform the world 
on our own. As noted throughout 
this short work, Black people in 
the US are not the only people 
confronting massive displace-
ment, dislocation, disposability, 
and genocide. Various peoples 
and sectors of the working class 
throughout the US and the world 
are confronting these existential 
challenges and seeking con-
crete solutions and real allies as 
much as we do.

Our Autonomous Zones must 
link with, build with, and polit-
ically unite with oppressed, ex-
ploited and marginalized peo-
ples, social sectors and social 
movements throughout the US 
and the world. The Autonomous 
Zones must link with Indigenous 
communities, Xicano’s and oth-
er communities stemming from 
the Caribbean, and Central and 
South America. We must also 
build alliances with poor and 
working class whites. It is essen-
tial that we help to serve as an 
alternative (or at least a counter-
weight) to the reactionary and 
outright fascist socialization and 
influences the white working 
class is constantly bombarded 
with.

Our Autonomous Zones should 
seek to serve as new fronts of 
class struggle that unite forces 

that are presently separated by 
white supremacy, xenophobia 
and other instruments of hierar-
chy, oppression and hatred. The 
knowledge drawn from count-
less generations of Black op-
pression must become known 
and shared by all exploited and 
oppressed people. We have to 
unite on the basis of a global 
anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist, 
and anti-colonial program that 
centers the liberation of Indige-
nous, colonized, and oppressed 
peoples and the total social and 
material emancipation of all 
those who labor and create the 
value that drives human civiliza-
tion. We must do so by creating 
a regenerative economic system 
that harmonizes human produc-
tion and consumption with the 
limits of the Earth’s biosphere 
and the needs of all our extend-
ed relatives – the non-human 
species who occupy 99.9 per-
cent of our ecosystem. This is 
no small task, but our survival as 
a people and as a species de-
pends upon it.

The tremendous imbalance of 
forces in favor of capital and 
the instruments of imperialism 
largely dictates that the strategy 
needed to implement this pro-
gram calls for the transformation 
of the oppressive social relation-
ships that define our life from 
the “bottom up” through social 
movements. These social move-
ments must challenge capital 
and the commodification of life 
and society at every turn, while 
at the same time building up its 
own social and material reserves 
for the inevitable frontal assaults 
that will be launched against 
our social movements and the 
people themselves by the forc-
es of reaction. Ultimately, the 
forces of liberation are going to 

have to prepare themselves and 
all the progressive forces in so-
ciety for a prolonged struggle 
to destroy the repressive arms 
of the state as the final enforc-
er of bourgeois social control 
in the world capitalist system. 
As recent events Greece pain-
fully illustrate, our international 
movement will have to simulta-
neously win, transform, and dis-
mantle the capitalist state at the 
same time in order to secure the 
democratic space necessary for 
a revolutionary movement to ac-
complish the most minimal of its 
objectives.

RETURN TO THE SOURCE

The intersecting, oppressive 
systems of capitalism, colonial-
ism, imperialism, and white su-
premacy have consistently tried 
to reduce African people to ob-
jects, tools, chattel, and cheap 
labor. Despite the systemic im-
positions and constraints these 
systems have tried to impose, 
Afrikan people never lost sight 
of their humanity, never lost 
sight of their own value, and 
never conceded defeat.

In the age of mounting human 
surplus and the devaluation and 
disposal of life, Afrikan people 
are going to have to call on the 
strengths of our ancestors and 
the lessons learned in over 500 
years of struggle against the sys-
tems of oppression and exploita-
tion that beset them. Building a 
self-determining future based 
on self-respect, self-reliance, 
social solidarity, cooperative de-
velopment and internationalism 
is a way forward that offers us 
the chance to survive and thrive 
in the 21st century and beyond.

UNTIL WE WIN  Continued from Page 9
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 ¿Dónde está Puerto Rico?
Por allí, está entre los escombros
de los cientos de casas y edificios;
que fueron derruidos por el huracán;
está el orgullo de mi gente—enterrado—
pero no muerto—se puede escuchar el
llanto de los miles que se han muerto;
pidiendo que no se olviden de ellos—
y esperando a que alguien venga a encontrarlos.

 ¿Dónde está Puerto Rico?
Por allí está debajo de ese montón de basura;
pero todavía se puede escuchar la música
consoladora del coquí quien—a pesar de
toda la destrucción que dejó atrás la
tormenta—sigue cantando a su gente—
animando a los que se quedaron; y pidiendo
que se regresen a todos los que se marcharon.

 ¿Dónde está Puerto Rico?
Por allí está debajo de ese montón de promesas
falsas que le dió su presidente—revuelto—
pero lleno de orgullo y amor; aunque salieron;
y murieron miles de sus residentes;

Por allí, está debajo de la crisis, la humillación,
y de la crítica—por allí, debajo de la deuda,
del dolor, y del sufrimiento;

Por allí, debajo de las dudas, y de la bandera
Amerikana que le ha caído encima—¡qué intrusa!

 ¿Dónde está Puerto Rico?
Está, por allí debajo de aquellas nubes negras;
que cubren el cielo—llorando—pero detrás de
aquellas nubes—el sol boricua sigue brillando
mientras su bella gente sigue aguantando y 
luchando;

Allí está, Puerto Rico haciendo frente a la
tormenta—batallando y avanzando—y
cuando empieza perdiendo su ánimo, sale
cantando;

Está aquí, Puerto Rico, y no le pueden
parar ni tumbarlo como se tumbaron
sus casas y edificios—pero si se tumba,
se levanta—la gente del oro que deslumbra
y canta;

 y no le pueden destruir como se 
destruyó la Isla por el huracán—Puerto
Rico sobrevivirá; porque está en los cuentos
que los viejos cuentan.

Está en los libros de historias—en los
cuales su nombre está escrito con la sangre
de sus descendientes—quienes se apresuraron
a levantar en armas para defender lo suyo—
el huracán se le destruyó todo—lo único que
le quedó fue su orgullo;

 Se encuentra en los discursos,
y las bellas poesías que habían escrito sus
revolucionarios en exilio—su gente es
babillosa y va saliendo del hoyo sin pedir
auxilio;

Allí está, Puerto Rico saliendo de la oscuridad
del crimen, y miles de homicidios—por años,
el espíritu de su gente fue empañando como
se rompen los vidrios—pero nunca perdió
la esperanza y por sus difuntos prende cirios.

El Boricua es indestructible, está hecho de candela;
Hay gente que si estuviera en su lugar, se habría
dado por vencido—pero aquella gente y la de 
Boriquén
No está hecho de la misma tela.

Puerto Rico es todo lo que lleva
por adentro y menos por afuera—
lo que lleve por adentro es duradero;
no se quiebra—su gente es de acero—
más duro que una piedra;

Allí está, Puerto Rico, abriendo puertas y 
rompiendo barreras—ayudando a sus
compatriotas; y reconstruyendo su Isla—
alzando la bandera;

Allí está en la televisión, y triunfando en
los deportes—llevando el nombre de su patria
muy en alto—del Senado hasta la Suprema
Corte.

 ¿Dónde está Puerto Rico?
Allí está en el corazón de toda su gente
dónde le ha dejado su huella; Es una gente
defensora—defendiendo a su patria—son
guerreros taínos, y una gente bella;

 Está, por allí en el Caribe,
escondido, como tesoro—adentro—el oro—la 
perla—la joya destella; una gente
revolucionaria, una gente que pelea;

Por allí, está en las franjas rojas, y la
estrella de la bandera puertorriqueña;
que alzan los manifestantes, y el trabajador
que se empeña—por siglos, el grito de
Lares ha resonado a través de la Isla para
que su gente no duerma;

Puerto Rico está en todos lados, se encuentra
aquí en las ciudades y tambien en las afueras;
luchando contra el racismo, la columnia; y
rompiendo los esquemas.

 ¿Dónde está Puerto Rico?
Está en luto, y aunque el fuego de 
la lucha se quema seguriá pa’ lante,
y nunca dejará caer al suelo su bandera;

PRESENTE  Oku Kahlo
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Allí está el Puerto Rico que yo conozco—
El que prefiere trabajar que mendigar,
el que prefiere luchar que echarse para
atrás—el que prefiere morir de pie que
vivir de rodillas;

 La gente puertorriqueña tiene
babilla—y aunque viva en el caribe—es
conocido por todas las Antillas;

Asi que cuando la gente me pregunta
dónde está Puerto Rico, le respondo—
señalándole a su gente; le digo: Puerto
Rico está aquí adentro del guerrero, y
del luchador—era la semilla implantada
en mi corazón dónde creció esta flor;

 

Puerto Rico está adentro de
cada uno de nosotros que tenemos sueños
y luchamos hasta la victoria que brillante
la sonrisa triunfal—Puerto Rico se 
encuentra en nuestra forma de hablar y
actuar—en lo que comemos y tambien 
en la música que le gusta escuchar.

Está en nuestros recuerdos y pensamientos,
está en nuestra sazón—cuando cae un
puertorriqueño, se levanta sin apoyarse en
nadie ni bastón;
 ¡Qué viva para siempre el
nombre de nuestra patra en la sala, la plena,
y el reggaetón!

Puerto Rico, está presente en el gobierno,
la medicina, la música, y la ciencia—
mi Isla nunca se va pa’ ningún lado;
no se puede escapar de su omnipresencia—

 Mis camaradas,
Puerto Rico es lo mejor, y lo pongo en
evidencia; y se les juro que un día que
mi Isla llegará hasta la Presidencia.

La gente puertorriqueña nunca se olvidará
de donde viene ni lo de su cultura, es que

Puerto Rico se encuentra en las bodegas,
supermercados, las esquinas, y también la
arquitectura, todo lo que les digo es la
verdad, sin exageración ni censura;

 Mi Puerto Rico está presente,
y siempre lo estará porque en la memoria

de mi gente perdura....
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Henry David Thoreau wrote in 
Walden:

As for the pyramids, there is 
nothing to wonder at in them 
so much as the fact that so 
many men could be found 
degraded enough to spend 
their lives constructing a tomb 
for some ambitious booby, 
whom it would have been 
wiser and manlier to have 
drowned in the Nile, and then 
given his body to the dogs.

At the time, and maybe even still 
today, they were considered an 
apex of civilization. However, to 
any rational person, they were a 
pointless waste of time, except 
for the pharaohs, the masters of 
that era or, as I like to call them – 
the Scum In Charge of the Klep-
tocracy (SICK). The SICK, who 
for the past 12,000 years or so 
have spread their disease – civ-
ilization – to every corner of the 
earth, destroy it in the process 
and a good deal of the life on 
it. The pyramids were simply an 
exercise in command and con-
trol in civilization’s domestica-
tion project.

America does not build pyra-
mids; it builds prisons. A much 
more monumental domestica-
tion project, involving millions of 
people, not mere thousands. The 
SICK’s domestication project to-
day is a vast prisoner-warehous-
ing complex, which produces 
the crime and criminals neces-
sary to keep the people in fear in 
order to justify the current sys-
tem of command and control – 
the police, prosecutors, courts, 
and prisons – to keep everyone 
else in line. Yes, this means you 
outside these fences.

“Why the sick?” you might ask. 
Quite a few sadly misled peo-

ple think the SICK worked their 
way to the top fairly. Like, for in-
stance, Warren Buffett, via the 
clever manipulation of capital, 
which, in essence, is “dead la-
bor.” All profits, whether directly 
or indirectly, are realized through 
other people’s labor. In other 
words, profits are created by liv-
ing labor, which, when accumu-
lated becomes “dead labor.” It is 
over and above what the capital-
ist pays the worker and amounts 
to labor stolen from the worker. 
Thus, another term for capital 
would be “stolen labor.” In the 
case of Buffet, far from being 
the genius investor he is por-
trayed to be, he simply paid off 
politicians and government em-
ployees in order to wind up in 
control of the Government Em-
ployee Insurance Company (GE-
ICO) and, therefore, is able to in-
vest its multi-billion dollar float. 
That is, the premiums collected 
and not paid out. Spreading bil-
lions of dollars of investments 
throughout a capitalist market 
that has to continually expand in 
order to survive is a no-brainer 
that guarantees huge returns. At 
least, until the market finally col-
lapses, which is inevitable as we 
live on a finite world with finite 
resources and a finite market. 
That, too, is a no-brainer.

As for the rest of the SICK, a 2014 
study by the Economic Policy In-
stitute found that “[T]he total an-
nual wage-theft from front-line 
workers in low-wage industries,” 
in NYC, Chicago, and LA, “ap-
proached $3 billion.” Extrapolat-
ing from that, wage-theft costs 
low-wage workers in the U.S. 
around $50 billion a year. Square 
that with the approximately $344 
million per year allegedly taken 
in the 292,704 robberies in 2012, 

according to the FBI. Now who 
are the criminals?

Apparently, those of us in prison, 
“the criminals,” are not very good 
at crime. Unlike the SICK, who, 
aided and abetted by the U.S. 
government, their bought-and-
paid-for employees, are robbing 
all the rest of us blind. The U.S. 
Supreme Court, or rather the su-
preme servants to the SICK, re-
cently ruled in three cases that 
employees who were forced to 
sign arbitration contracts in or-
der to get hired cannot band to-
gether and file class action law-
suits to gain the return of these 
stolen wages. How is that even 
an issue? Why isn’t the gov-
ernment, the FBI, arresting and 
imprisoning the SICK who run 
these corporations? Maybe it is 
because they own the govern-
ment too.

The SICK are doing such a good 
job at domestication that the 
men in prison with me think that 
it’s their fault they wound up in 
prison, that somehow they are 
more criminal than the SICK at 
the top of the civilized societal 
dung-heap. When, in fact, they’re 
merely cogs in the SICK’s com-
mand and control machine that 
enables them to justify the police 
state, using the fear they’ve in-
stilled into people of “crime” and 
“criminals.” The police, however, 
are not here to protect ordinary 
people; they are here to keep 
them in line and to protect the 
SICK’s ill-gotten gains, i.e., capi-
tal and property, from the people. 
As former President Nixon once 
said, “People that are afraid will 
go along with anything”, or words 
to that effect. The 9/11 World 
Trade Center demolition springs 
to mind every time I think about 
that Nixon quote.

INSIDE MICHIGAN PRISONS: OVERVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
OF STRUCTURE AND CONDITIONS  Rand W. Gould
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This is what the Michigan De-
partment of Corrections (MDOC) 
guards had in mind when, back 
in 1981, they refused to run the 
yard at Jackson and precipitated 
a prisoner rebellion, followed by 
a guard riot, which led to an epic 
prison building program and the 
more than doubling of Michi-
gan’s prison population. More 
jobs for them and the hell with 
state taxpayers. It was also the 
last time firearms were inside 
MDOC prisons until the Kinross 
guards rioted during a peace-
ful prisoner labor strike begun 
on September 9th, 2016, on the 
45th anniversary of the Attica 
State prison rebellion in 1971. 
See Rand W. Gould, “Michigan 
Prisoners Rise Up!” in the San 
Francisco Bay View, November 
2016, or at www.freerandgould.
com

The MDOC guards’ ill-founded 
hope was that their riot would 
again set off a wave of fear re-
sulting in closed prisons being 
reopened, maybe even anoth-
er wave of prison building, and 
thus more job security and jobs 
for them. They forgot one very 
major thing, however: the state 
has no money for building pris-
ons, or even operating existing 
ones. It also has no money for 
repairing roads, educating chil-
dren, or taking care of its people 
in general. Moreover, there’s no 
Bill Clinton Omnibus Crime Act 
throwing billions of dollars at 
state prisons.

Those billions of dollars the Clin-
tons threw to the states to build 
more prisons in order to manu-
facture more crime and crimi-
nals are what enabled Michigan 
to more than double the size of 
its prison system. In fact, one 
could say the Clintons built the 
prison I’m at today – the former 
Adrian Temporary Facility (ATF), 

now combined with the Adrian 
Regional Correctional Facility 
(ARF), and known as Gus Harri-
son C.F., or ARF South and ARF 
North, respectively.

ARF South consists of four 
mold-infested, decrepit, sheet 
metal cattlebarns, each one 
holding 320 men, double-bunked 
eight men to a 4-man cube with 
less floor space per man, at 6.1 
sq. ft. of unencumbered space, 
than the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture requires for great apes 
over 55 lbs., which is 25.1 sq. ft. 
See 56FR6426;9CFR 3.80 (b)(2)
(i), at n.4. N.b., the American Cor-
rectional Association (ACA) re-
quires 25 sq. ft. per human. See 
ACA Std. 4-4132 (Ref 3-4128). 
Just imagine 320 men sharing 12 
showers, 12 urinals, 16 toilets, 8 
telephones, 4 drinking fountains, 
and 4 microwaves. Prisoners are 
inevitably waiting to “use the fa-
cilities” as it were, constantly in 
each other’s way, arguing about 
which way a fan is pointed, or on 
or off, whether a window should 
be closed or opened, fresh air or 
stench, who’s next in the shower, 
on the phone, etc., who’s mak-
ing too much noise or shaking 
the bunk too much. All of which 
brings to life the torture por-
trayed in Sartre’s No Exit. “Hell 
is,” indeed, “other people,” when 
you’re crammed together like 
sardines in a tin.

When ATF, now ARF-South, was 
built in 1988 or ’89, it was intend-
ed to be a “temporary” prison, for 
no more than 10 years, until the 
overcrowding in Michigan’s pris-
ons was resolved. It never was. 
Thus the “T” in ATF was ditched, 
with it double-bunked and op-
erated at 200% of its designed 
capacity despite barely enough 
room for a man to turn around 
in a cube. The MDOC’s excuse 
for this inhumane state of af-

fairs was that as a Level-I “facil-
ity”, the MDOC’s euphemism for 
prison, the prisoners would be 
on the yard for most of the day, 
walking and running the track, 
or using the weight-pit and ball-
field. Such is not the case at 
ARF South or North, as the yards 
are closed every time a truck 
drives into the prison under the 
false pretense that a prisoner or 
prisoners would commandeer 
a truck, ram the fence, and es-
cape. This, however, is not a real 
concern because: 1) these yards 
are triple-fenced with coils of 
razor wire. A truck cannot drive 
through one of them, let alone 
three, as has been proven; and 2) 
making prisoners return to their 
unsecured Level-I pole-barns, 
which can’t be locked down, 
does nothing to prevent them 
from taking a truck and ramming 
the fences. So there we sit, in our 
8-men cubes in 6.1 sq. ft. of floor 
space, for most of the day.

To make matters worse, a para-
noid administration has illegal-
ly altered these cattlebarns by 
placing metal grates over the 
windows so you can’t use them 
as exits in case of fire. They did 
this without installing a fire sup-
pression system as required by 
state building codes and the Fire 
Prevention Code when a public 
building is so altered. See M.C.L. 
§29.1 et seq.; also Knop v. John-
son, 667 F. Supp 572, 526 (W.D. 
Mich 1987); and Hadix V. John-
son, 367 F.Ed513,525 (6th Cir 
2004). By law, the state fire mar-
shal should order a fire-suppres-
sion system installed or the met-
al grates removed. Instead, she 
just looks the other way. N.b., 
we’d be better off with the met-
al grates removed, as the water 
here is so bad, with a taste be-
tween mud and chemicals, that 
it’s probably flammable.
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State legislators, for the most 
part and to their credit, have fi-
nally recognized these cattle-
barns, i.e., “temporary facilitates,” 
for what they are – decrepit, dan-
gerous, mold-infested lawsuits 
waiting to happen – and have 
begun the process, albeit slow-
ly, of shutting them down. So far 
the MDOC has been forced to 
close Pugsley C.F. and the old 
Muskegon Temporary Facility, 
already made part of Brooks C.F., 
and is now closing or has closed 
the four cattlebarns at Ojibway 
C.F. But that still leaves old, so-
called “temporary” cattlebarns 
at Carson City C.F., St. Louis C.F., 
Chippewa C.F., Cooper St. C.F., 
Cotton C.F., Kinross C.F., Ionia 
C.F., and here in Adrian at Harri-
son C.F. There may be more but 
I’ve only been to a dozen prisons 
in Michigan these past 20 years, 
albeit some of them twice, hav-
ing been transferred 13 times in 
retaliation for my activities as 
a Unit/ Block Representative 
and/or grievance wiring. N.b., at 
one time, at the end of the ‘90s 
and beginning of the ‘00s, the 
MDOC operated 63 prisons and 
camps, with a separate warden 
and administration for each one. 
Through a process of closure 
and administrative combina-
tions, this has been reduced to 
30 or 31 prisons on paper, with 
the prisoner population reduced 
from over 50,000 to just under 
40,000.

Still way too many prisoners, 
plus, even with all the closures 
and reduction in population, the 
MDOC’s budget has been stuck 
at slightly over $2 billion per 
year since ’07 or ’08, due to in-
flation and interest on the bonds 
used to build all those prisons 
back in the ‘80s and ‘90s. That is 
why bills keep being introduced 

in the Michigan legislature that 
would divert some felons from 
going to prison, facilitate pa-
roles, and move earliest release 
dates up.

House Bill 5666 would restore 
good time credits by rewriting 
M.C.L. 800.33 and eliminating 
disciplinary credits and disci-
plinary time by repealing M.C.L. 
800.34 and M.C.L. 800. 35, re-
spectively. This would fast-
track the release of thousands 
of prisoners to parole and help 
solve Michigan’s budget crunch. 
N.b., .C.L. 800.35 is the so-called 
“Truth-in-Sentencing” law. Un-
fortunately, this bill is stuck in 
the House’s Committee on Law 
and Justice.

House Bill 4101 provides for the 
release to parole of medically 
frail prisoners, who would then 
be placed in hospice under 
constant care. This bill has lan-
guished in the Senate after being 
passed by the House on March 7, 
2018. For some insight on these 
medically frail prisoners, and 
the reasons they should be re-
leased, please read my article “A 
Journey to Death’s Door” or my 
open letter to Gov. Snyder, May 
25, 2015. Both were published in 
Chicago’s News and Letters sev-
eral years ago and can also be 
found online at www.freerand-
gould.com

There is hope HB4101 will pass 
the Senate because House Bill 
5377, which pretty much guar-
antees a parole to anyone who 
scores a “high probability” of 
parole unless the Parole Board 
can show “substantial and com-
pelling objective reasons” for 
a denial, was read three times, 
passed, and sent to the governor 
on September 5, 2018 for sign-
ing, after having been passed by 

the House in May 2018. I suspect 
the votes are there for HB4101 
too now that the state legisla-
ture is back in session.

These bills weren’t written out 
of kindness or consideration for 
prisoners, even the old dying 
ones. They were written because 
Michigan cannot afford to keep 
40,000 prisoners locked-up, or 
even 25,000, and they certain-
ly can’t afford to pay out on the 
lawsuits if one of those former 
“temporary facilities” were to go 
up in smoke, taking dozens of 
prisoners’ lives, or more, in the 
process. So, now is the time let 
your local state representatives 
and senators know that you 
know what is going on behind 
these fences and walls and that 
you support these bills, HB5666 
and HB4101, if not the abolition 
of all prisons!

The MDOC and its wardens cer-
tainly do not want any of this in-
formation getting out or these 
bills to pass. In fact, the majori-
ty of MDOC employees oppose 
anything that will keep them 
from swilling the gravy from the 
public’s trough. The reduction of 
63 prisons to the current 30, or 
31, means there has been a re-
duction from 63 to 30 wardens, 
63 to 30 deputy wardens, and a 
corresponding elimination of all 
other administrative positions, 
along with guards. Thus, plenty 
of career tracks have bee de-
railed. In the MDOC, the goal is 
to wind up a warden – a position 
that pays more than any other 
state government job, except 
governor or supreme court jus-
tice – then retire with nearly full 
pay for life and a dream benefits 
package. In the interim, wardens 
get to enjoy all the perks of petty 
tyrants with absolute control of 
their fiefdoms – a prison – and, 
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apparently, no concern for the 
welfare of prisoners or the rule 
of law. Because there is little or 
no oversight of Michigan’s pris-
ons, all the laws, rules, policies, 
and procedures that allegedly 
apply to Michigan’s prisons are 
either ignored, manipulated, or 
outright flaunted by the wardens 
and their minions. Like the old 
Spanish colonial edict, “The law 
is to be obeyed, not followed.” 
Consequently, staff corruption 
is the rule, not the exception, in 
Michigan’s prisons.

Since 1998, I’ve known of at least 
four wardens, and even more 
business managers, who have 
been forced out (that is, allowed 
to retire with full pay and bene-
fits) after being caught stealing 
from the Prisoner Benefit Fund 
(PBF). These are funded by prof-
its mostly generated from the 
Prisoner Store and vending ma-
chines in the visiting rooms, and 
sometimes on the compound, 
and are supposed to be used for 
prisoners’ benefit, such as buy-
ing recreation equipment, books 
for the library, etc. The funds 
from the PBF are not to be used 
to line the pockets of wardens 
and business managers. Neither 
are they to be used for institu-
tional needs, yet, currently, they 
are being used to replace enve-
lopes from prisoners’ incoming 
U.S. Postal Service mail that the 
MDOC falsely claims they are 
unable to search for drugs, pri-
marily Suboxone. This is despite 
the fact that 85% or more of all 
contraband in prisons across 
the country is brought in by em-
ployees, according to multiple 
reports generated by inspector 
general investigations. This is an 
institutional need, not a prison-
ers’ need. See Rand W. Gould, 
“New Mail Policy in Michigan 
Prisons,” in The San Francis-

co Bay View, January 2018 and 
at www.freerandgould.com. In 
2015, $35,000 was removed from 
Thumb C.F.’s PBF to pay for re-
surfacing the track on the yard in 
order to comply with the federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), with the other $35,000 
supposedly put up by Thumb 
C.F.’s administration. Clearly an 
institutional need, this $35,000 
is required by policy and law to 
be returned to the PBF. This ap-
propriation of funds under false 
pretense also begs the question: 
Since when does an approxi-
mately one-inch thick resurfac-
ing of a six-foot wide half-mile 
track with asphalt, with zero 
preparation work, cost $70,000?

Unfortunately, with the advent 
of JPay in Michigan’s prisons, 
the mail rooms don’t have that 
many envelopes to replace or 
contents to scan, as more and 
more prisoners and their fami-
lies rely on e-mail. This allows 
mail room employees more time 
to act as censors. It has gotten 
to the point where any article 
that so much as mentions a pris-
on anywhere is banned, with no 
reports allowed in on rampant, 
nation-wide prison staff corrup-
tion, staff assaults on prisoners 
(including rape), rotten, mag-
got-infested food being served, 
staff smuggling contraband, or 
aiding prisoner escapes. This is 
despite the fact that these re-
ports are all over the mainstream 
news and reported on multiple 
TV channels, which, for the most 
part, are not blocked. Even if 
they were blocked, all a prisoner 
has to do is make a phone call to 
get news from the outside. Sadly 
this is rapidly becoming the case 
in Michigan. See Rand W. Gould, 
“A Brief Outline of Unlawful Mail 
Censorship in Michigan Prisons” 
at www.freerandgould.com

The prisoners using JPay in 
Michigan, nearly all of them, are 
unwittingly enriching the MDOC 
and its fellow prison profiteers; 
they are aiding and abetting 
their own surveillance and cen-
sorship. Everything on JPay is 
thoroughly scanned and then 
stored for future reference. Re-
cently, Florida’s prison system 
has used prisoners’ use of JPay 
as a pretext for limiting contact 
visits to twice a month. It won’t 
be long before no physical mail 
or visits will be allowed at pris-
ons across the country because 
it can all be done via JPay with 
e-mail and video visits. To stop 
this, no one should for any rea-
son ever use JPay. We need a 
nationwide JPay, et. al., boycott!

If this wasn’t bad enough, there’s 
healthcare, or, as we like to call it 
“we-don’t-care”, where for $5.00 
a visit in 99.9% of all cases you’re 
told aspirin, Tylenol, whatev-
er, is available at the prisoner 
store. MDOC’s medical provider, 
Corizon Health, owned by Vali-
tas, which, in turn, is owned by 
a Chicago investment corpora-
tion, has killed more prisoners 
in the U.S. per year than the ter-
rorists (by terrorists I mean those 
armed thugs known as the po-
lice). According to the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) over a 
third of Michigan prisoners have 
Hepatitis C. These prisoners are 
told they can’t get treated with 
medication that has an over 90% 
cure rate because their “level of 
infection isn’t high enough.” This, 
apparently, means until “we-
don’t-care” thinks you’re sick 
enough to warrant a liver biop-
sy to tell you you’re dying from 
lack of treatment. After selling 
these Hepatitis C-infected pris-
oners this line of crap for years, a 
charitable organization donated 
funds so these prisoners could 
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get treated and cured. This, de-
spite the law requiring them to 
be treated at state expense in 
the first place. See Estelle v. 
Gamble, 429 U.S. 97 (1976).

But that ain’t all folks. Corizon 
doctors are still prescribing Tra-
zodone (Desyrel) as an all-round 
panacea – as a pain killer, as a 
sleeping pill, and as an anti-psy-
chotic – when they know it is an 
extremely dangerous medica-
tion that has long been banned 
by the European Union and 
most of the world. Go to LEXIS 
or WEST LAW, enter Trazodone, 
and you can see for yourself how 
many people, including prison-
ers, have died form this shit. But 
Corizon still prescribes it be-
cause they, seemingly, have a 
warehouse full.

Recently, a friend of mine suf-
fered multiple heart attacks over 
a period of two years that re-
mained undiagnosed the whole 
time. He was only 45 years old 
and exercised regularly up until 
the first one; then it was all he 
could do to limp one lap around 
the quarter mile track. He knew 
something was wrong but “we-
don’t-care” – surprise – did not 
care! After writing and exhaust-
ing grievances he filed in court 
and was taken to a hospital 
where the heart attacks were di-
agnosed and a stent or two were 
put in. He ended up getting a tri-
ple bypass operation. He’s lucky 
to be alive.

Dental treatment, an examina-
tion and cleaning, is required to 
be done yearly when it should be 
done every six months as it is in 
the community outside. But the 
MDOC refuses to comply with 
its own unlawful yearly exam 
policy. You see, they don’t give 
you a yearly exam and cleaning: 
they put you on a waiting list to 
get your exam and cleaning on a 

“yearly” basis. For example, if you 
last saw a dentist in June 2017 
you have to wait until June 2018 
to request an exam and clean-
ing. Then “we-don’t-care” places 
you on the waiting list and you 
will not be seen by a dentist until 
August at best, nor will you re-
ceive treatment, such as fillings, 
until October or November at 
best. This means next year, 2019 
(if you’re lucky), you can request 
to be placed on the waiting list 
in October or November, ad nau-
seam. This is not a yearly dental 
exam and cleaning!

All of this is bad enough and 
brings me to the elephant in the 
room that comprises Michigan’s 
prisons – racism. Michigan has a 
population that is approximate-
ly 13% black, but has a prison 
population that is, at minimum, 
65% black. Blacks also comprise 
more of the population, signifi-
cantly more, than whites at high-
er security levels. Not too long 
ago I was at Alger Maximum 
C.F., where the prisoner popula-
tion was near 85% black at Lev-
el IV and around 70% at Level 
II. Now I’m at Harrison C.F. (ARF 
South), a Level I, where it is only 
50% black, although next door 
(ARF North) it is closer to 70% 
black. This is true throughout 
the MDOC. These numbers also 
confirm that blacks in Michigan’s 
prisons are subject to a signifi-
cant amount of discriminatory 
harassment and punitive retri-
bution, especially if they stand 
up for themselves, as confirmed 
by recent federal court deci-
sions in concern of Harrison C.F. 
See Condon v. Griffin 2018 U.S. 
App LEXIS 22029, where a Legis-
lative Corrections Ombudsman’s 
report, completed after a 2-year 
long investigations, concluded 
that prison “officials discrimi-
nated against inmates based 

on race, sexual orientation, and 
sex offender status,” and also 
wrote false misconducts and 
assaulted prisoners. That report 
is, apparently, under seal, but I’d 
love to get my hands on a copy. 
Jessica Zimbelman, now an as-
sistant defender at the State Ap-
pellate Defender Office, was the 
investigator who did the report, 
so maybe it can be made avail-
able through her or the LCO un-
der the FOIA.

And that is not all. The grievance 
process has been rendered an 
exercise in futility since the cor-
ruption comes form the top down 
and investigations, if conducted 
at all, are total shams, with griev-
ance coordinators more con-
cerned with rejecting grievanc-
es for frivolous or non-existent 
reasons than having the issues 
investigated. For example, here 
at ARF S. Ream, the grievance 
coordinator, rejects grievances 
for being “vague/illegible” when 
they’re not, and rejects Step I 
grievances in concern of mail re-
jections as “duplicates” despite 
policy PD 05.03.118 (EEE), stating 
prisoners must appeal the result 
of an administrative hearing on 
a mail rejection using the griev-
ance process for each separate 
rejection. It is a fact that MDOC 
grievance coordinators don’t 
comply with either the mail or 
grievance policy. This has been 
noted by the federal courts. 
See Siggers V. Campbell, 652 
F3d681, 693-694 (6th Cir 2011). 
This is done to thwart prison-
ers from exhausting their state 
remedies and complying with 
the Prison Litigation Reform Act, 
which requires said exhaustion 
before a prisoner can file a law-
suit. The court in Griffin, supra, at 
p. 8, also noted, specifically, that 
ARF “misapplied its own policy in 
addressing the original grievance.” 
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I’m currently on “modified access” 
to the grievance process because 
of Ream’s failure to comply with 
policy and outright lying to cover 
up for massive staff corruption at 
ARF.

The issues here at ARF, and 
throughout the MDOC, run the 
gamut from terrible inedible food 
to throwing away law books and 
regular books purchased by the 
PBF without following policy and 
procedure. Our law library access, 
which was bad enough when lim-
ited to LEXIS NEXUS, is worse now 
that we’re stuck with LEXIS AD-
VANCE. Both go down constantly 
and there are no hard copy books 
to go to, so we’re SOL and denied 
our right to access to the courts. 

Here at ARF, both libraries are con-
stantly being closed due to the 
whims and caprices of librarians, 
who could care less about legal 
filing deadlines or legal anything. 
I had one supposed librarian tell 
me that a contract was not a legal 
document because “Lansing told 
her it wasn’t.” In fact, “Lansing told 
me so” is the mantra used by ARF 
administrative staff to cover their 
every illicit act. No wonder near-
ly every single Step III grievance 
appeal is rubber-stamp denied 
by “Lansing”, where the MDOC is 
headquartered.

In conclusion, “I’m telling you,” like 
Fred Hampton, former Chicago 
Black Panther Party leader who 
the FBI and police murdered, 

said, “that we’re living in an infec-
tious society right now. I’m telling 
you that we’re living in a sick so-
ciety. And anybody that endorses 
integrating into this SICK society 
before it’s cleaned up is a man [or 
woman] who’s committing a crime 
against the people.” It is not us, it 
is them – the SICK – and like any 
disease it is our duty to eradicate 
it from the face of the earth. Hen-
ry and Fred ain’t wrong: humanity 
has been on the wrong road, suf-
fering from a terrible SICKness, 
for over 12,000 years. So it’s high 
time we got back on the right path 
and returned to the continuum of 
our millions of years of successful 
and harmonious existence on our 
Mother Earth. A good first step – 
Abolish All Prisons!

THE OPENING STATEMENT is an abolitionist newsletter 
driven by the voices and visions of Michigan prisoners, as 
well as those on the outside impacted by the prison system.  
THE OPENING STATEMENT hopes to foster ongoing discus-
sion against the violence of incarceration.

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU. 

If you would like to contribute to the ongoing discussion, 
please send critical essays, reflections on your own experi-
ences, poetry, or artwork to the address below. Feel free to 
write something in response to the pieces in this publication. 
We are particularly interested in publishing pieces exploring 
the personal and political impact of imprisonment, as well as 
envisioning a new world without the violence of cages, walls, 
and borders. Please tell us clearly if you want us to publish 
your work with your full name, a pen name, or anonymously. If 
you submit material for publication, we will automatically add 
you to our subscription list and publish your work online unless 
you clearly ask us not to.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE, please write to the 
address below requesting a subscription and you will begin 

receiving the publication free of charge. Current publication is 
quarterly.

HELP SPREAD THE WORD!

Do you know someone who might be interested in this pub-
lication? Please share it with them and have them write to us 
directly. We are not able to add someone to our subscription 
list without hearing from them directly.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO UNSUBSCRIBE, please let us know 
and we will remove your name immediately. We understand 
that people may choose to unsubscribe for any number of le-
gitimate reasons and respect that choice, no questions asked!

CONTACT: 

The Opening Statement 
c/o MAPS 
PO Box 4811 

East Lansing, MI 48826

FAMILY AND FRIENDS can find us at  
www.michiganabolition.org

ATTENTION MAILROOM: The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects free speech. Regulations that permit the government or its em-
ployees to discriminate on the basis of the content of the message cannot be tolerated under the First Amendment (i). Further, prisoners retain free speech rights. 
Thought control, by means of prohibiting beliefs, would not only be undesirable but impossible (ii). Fact of confinement and needs of the penal institution impose 
rational limitations on prisoner free speech rights (iii), but those restrictions must have a “valid, rational connection” to “legitimate penological interests” not related 
to the content of ideas (iv). Regulations and practices can only be justified when the practice “furthers an important or substantial government interest unrelated to 
the suppression of expression” (v). This means you cannot legally suppress the expression of ideas. Prison walls do not serve to form a barrier separating prisoners 
from the protections of the constitution (vi). Core political speech is most-zealously guarded and there is a public interest “in having free and unhindered debate on 
matters of public importance— the core value of the Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment” (vii). Thus, exclusion of printed material on the basis of its political 
perspective amounts to free speech retaliation and discrimination, which is illegal (viii). If you exclude printed material for an unlawful basis, or if you simply conjure 
up a false pretext for its exclusion, you have broken the law. The prisoner recipient of this mail has cause for bringing a civil rights action against you and has cause 
for gaining punitive damages—which means money. You and everyone who permits this action, from your supervisor to the director of the prison system, may be 
named in those civil actions, and you may also be subject to termination from your employment. Because this primer is included in this mailing, you will not be 
able to claim you did not know your actions were illegal. For these reasons, we ask that you conform to federal law and refrain from unlawful discrimination against 
the enclosed materials, permitting mail service of this literature that objectively meets all legitimate criteria set forth in prison regulations. i, Reagan v. Time, Inc., 
468 U.W. 641, 648-49, 104 SCt 3262 (1984). “[T]he fact that society may find speech offensive is not sufficient reason for suppressing it. Indeed, if it is the speakers’ 
opinion that gives offense, that consequence is a reason for according it constitutional protection.” Hustler Magazine, Inc. v. Falwell, 495 US 45, 46, 108 SCt 876, 
882. The government may not prohibit the expression of an idea simply because society finds the idea itself offensive or disagreeable, U.S. v. Eichman, 496 US 310, 
319, 110 SCt 2404 (1990). “[A]bove all else, the First Amendment means that government has no power to restrict expression because of its message, its ideas, its 
subject matter, or its content.” Police Dept. of Chicago v. Mosley, 408 US 92, 95, 92 SCt 2286, 2290 (1972). ii, Jones v. North Carolina Prisoners Labor Union, 433 US 119, 
97 SCt 2532 (1977). iii, Pell v. Procunier, 417 US 817, 822, 94 Set 2800, 2804 (1974). iv, Turner v. Safely, 482 US 78, 107 SCt 2245 (1987) v, Turner, supra vi, Turner, supra 
vii, Pickering v. Board of Education, 391 US 563, 573, 88 SCt 1731 (1968). viii, Abu-Jamal v. Price, 154 F3d 128 (3rd Cir., 1998); X v. Blatter, 175 F3d 378 (6th Cir. 1999)
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